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  Risk Assessment – Blue-Green Algae Risk Assessment
	Reviewed Date
	28/02/2025

	Next Review Date	
	28/02/2026

	Assessed By
	Seth Oakley



	Staff Requirements
	NA

	Ratios
	NA



	Hazards
	Who Might Be Harmed
	Significant Risks
	Existing Controls in Place
	Further Controls Needed

	Contact with contaminated water (swimming, paddlesports, aquapark)
	Swimmers, paddlers, lifeguards, children
	Skin irritation, rashes, nausea, vomiting, ear/eye infections, liver damage
	Weekly water quality testing, visual lake checks, closure of water activities when algae is above threshold, public warning signage
	Increase testing frequency during hot weather or visible blooms

	Ingestion of algae-contaminated water
	Children, pets, swimmers, other water users
	Serious gastrointestinal illness, liver toxicity, potential fatality in pets
	Activity closures when needed, pre-visit communication to customers, signs warning not to ingest water
	Clearer signage around lake perimeter

	Inhalation of aerosolised toxins (e.g. during splashing or watersports)
	Paddleboarders, lifeguards, nearby visitors
	Respiratory irritation, especially in those with asthma or allergies
	Activity suspension during algae blooms, lifeguard briefing on risks
	Proper PPE when close to scum

	Staff exposure while handling equipment or water samples
	Staff members, instructors
	Dermatitis, allergic reactions, respiratory effects
	Use of gloves and goggles during sampling, safe handling procedures
	Provide full PPE (including masks)

	Public misunderstanding or accidental exposure
	General public
	Illness due to lack of awareness or ignoring warnings
	Information shared on website, social media and via on-site signage and admission
	More prominent signage at all lake access points; email alerts to all bookers during bloom periods

	Negative impact on scheduled events (e.g. triathlons)
	Event organisers, competitors
	Disruption, reputational damage, participant dissatisfaction
	Triathlon changed to duathlon where needed, early liaison with organisers
	Formal algae contingency plans written into event procedures
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